. Conernidg the Principles of the Quakers, 


IS | and ſome late Charges agaiaſt them, 
II. Containing a Confutation of the Charges 
* which are made againſt the 2yakers, in a Book 
called a Vindication of the Hager of Ed C H. 
FIELD, &c. ve . 


il Proving the particular 3 and 
© Cuſtoms, which diftingaiſh the Quaters from 
the Reſt of Mankind conſiſtent with IE. 


- Chriſtianity ; with a Character of Geer 4 
and his Writings. | be” 
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| "To which is prefixed, „ 
I Letter to the. DUEEN. concerning. Liberty, 
_  conlid#red politically and philoſophically, in 
- Regard to the Intereſt of. Princes and the c com- 
mon Good of Mank ing 
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Wolves ſhall ſucceed for PTR Free 77 . 
to all the ſacred Myſteries of Heav'n 
To their own 1210 Advantages ſball turn 
Of Lucre and Ambition, and the Truth 
ith Superſtitions. and Traditions taint, 
Left caly in thoſe written Records pure, 
The not but by the . underflood. - 
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a&HILF I addreſs myſelf to'your 
W Majeſty, I have Reaſon to be- 
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whoſe Judgement is inferior to 
that of few, and eſpecially"in _ * 
theological Subjects. This. Art \ 
%% of your Character has been pub? 
liſned by ſeveral eminent Divines, and particu- 
larly by two, & hoſe Purity of Mariners' and 
Sincerity of Heart make their Authority of more - 
Weight than chat of Thouſands of vulgar Men. .. 1 
Hence I am induced to ſubmir to your Majeſty _ 
the three* following Letters in Defence of A 7 
le truly zealaus in the Intereſt of your royal 
ouſe, a People lately attacked in a Manner =_ 
unworthy a Man of Probity, Wiſdom, or Learn; = 
ing. As have fayed, in the following Letters, -M 
all that I think proper to be ſayed concerning 
the 2yakers, I ſhail ſay Nothing more of them 
here; but I beg leave to lay before „our Ma- 
jeſty ſome Thoughts on Liberty, which may be 
uſcful, and perhaps not diſagrecable, to 00 4 
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Dr. Sami Clarke; and Mt: Ihn. 
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i To the QUEEN. 
I a Ser of Men now flouriſh in England who 
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are making dayly Eneroachments on that Liberty 
which was the 1. of the late happy Re- 
volution under King William, theſe Arguments. 
are not unſeaſonable; and if there are no ſuch 
Men Tam in no Danger of giving Offencde. 
I ſhall here, Madam, for the Sake of your 

royal Family, to which I am as ſtrongly attached 
as the Heart of Royalty can wiſh a Subject to be, 


ſhew how the Intereſt of Princes is affected by 


every Iafringement on Liberty, | oh. 
The Want of Liberty in popiſn Countrys, or 


the total Reſtraint layed on all from communica- 
ting their Sentiments on Religion, is the Support 
of Popery ; and if the fame Reſtraint ſhould be 
layed. on the Subjects of Great Britain, what 
would foreign Powers, and our own Inhabitants, 


ſay, but that the Church of England endeavours. 


to ſupport itſelf by the ſame infamous and impi- 
ous Methods which the Church of Nome purſues? 
And it ſeems to bave been the Opinion of a Pre- 


late of our own Church, that, “while we take 


<< the Senſe of the Scriptures upon Content, and 
«< ſee not with our own Eyes, we inſenſibiy re- 
« Japſe into the Principles of Popery, and give 
« up the only Ground on which we can juſtify 
«* our Separation from the Church of Rome **. 
— * The Spirit of Perſecution”, ſays the 
fame Author, © is either gone, or is diſarmed; 
« and that I look on as one of the invaluable 
% Bleſſings of the Revolution“. 

What this Prelate obſerves is certainly juſt ; for 
an implicit Confidence in the Doctrines of any 


Set of Men is no leſs abſurd than the Belief whic 


the Papiſts have in the Infallibility of the Pope. 
| | „er 


Hare, ina Letter to a young Clergyman, concerning the 
Difficulties and Di/couragements which attend the Study of the 
Ccriptares in the Way of private Judgement. | 
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Whether Infallibility is acknowledged in a popiſh | 


& 


or proteſtant Prieſthood, the Effects are the ſame 
tor the, People who are weak enough to believe 
in ſuch an Infallibility are always more ready to 
obſerve. the. Dictates of their ſpiritual Paſtors 
than to pay Obedience to their temporal Lords: 
in the firſt they think, the Intereſt of their Souls 
engaged, and are therefore ſeldom back ward in; 
withdrawing their Allegiance from their Prince, 
at the. Inſtigation of thoſe. who have the Aſcen- 
dant over their Souls, Hiſtory, is ſo full of me- 
lancholy Inſtances of ruined Princes, who, owed 
their Fall to wicked, and ambitious. Prieſts, that 
I need. not point out any to your Majeſty who 
are well acquainted, with the uſeful Parts of Read- 
ing. Every Approach towards implicit Faith is 
an Approach. towards Popery, ang, conſequently 
muſt advance the Intereſt of papiſh, Powers, and, 
leſſen that of the preſent royal Family, which is 
founded on Principles of Liberty. I muſt, here 
obſerve, Madam, that all the Advocates for Li- 
berty have been, and are, inviolably attached 
to your royal Line; and they who are averſe to 
Liberty cannot be Friends to the Hanover Suc- 
ceſſion, becauſe they act on Principles repugnant 
to thoſe on which the Revolution was founded, 
and on which the Succeſſion, was ſettled in the 
illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. 05 

The following evil Conſequences of Reſtraint 
layed on the Minds of Men are not the leaſt 


worthy. the Attention of a Prince. They Who 


are perſecuted, and all Kinds of Proſecutions for 
Religion are Perſecutions, naturally ſtrive to di- 
veſt their Tyrants of their Power; and, if they 


find that impracticable, they often fly from the 


Land of the Oppreſſor to the Land of Liberty; 

and thereby the Prince is deprived of the moſt 

virtuous and uſeful Part of his Subjects: and N 
| | | ure 
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| vi To the QUEEN 


i 


ſure Nothing can be a greater Impediment to the 
Growth of Learning, Wiſdom, and Virtue, and 
all that is polite and good, than a Reſtraint layed 
on Freedom of Debate; for he that is limited 
to any particular Precepts cannot exert his Facul- 
tys, however beneficial they might prove to Man- 
kind, it he had Liberty to exerciſe them: and 


this, I dare ſay, is a prevailing Argument, in Be- 


half of Liberty, with your Majeſty, who are diſ- 
tinguiſhed,, by ſome of the moſt learned and beſt 
of Men, for your extraordinary Knowledge, and 
Love of Sciences. „ 550 
To the Arguments, Madam, which I have al- 
ready uſed for Liberty, let me add the follow- 


ing as one of no ſmall Importance, viz. the equi- 


table Demand that all Subjects have to equal 
Privileges, who contribute equally to the Gran- 
deur of the Crown, and to the Neceſſitys of the 
Public, in Peace and War: if therefore an In- 
dulgence is granted to one Set of Men, as to 
thoſe of the Communion of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the ſame is refuſed to thoſe of different 
Communions, the latter have a Right to com- 
plain becauſe they have unequal Returns for 
their Contributions: and as no Church is a Part 


of the civil Conſtitution, no one Church has a 


greater Right to the Favour of the civil Power, 
of which the King is the Head, than another. 
No religious Sect has Reaſon to complain for not 
having more Prieileges than another; but they 
who are rendered incapable of enjoying the ſame 
Advantages which are granted to another Set of 
Men have Reaſon not only to complain but to 


reſent, if they pay the ſame Allegiance. and 
contribute equally to the Glory and Intereſt of the 


Government under which they live. Theſe, Ma- 
dam, are the Principles by which the Revolution 
under King William the third, and by which the 

4 $4 | Refor- 


to be juſtifyed; and on theſe Principles is the 
Succeſſion ſettled in the Houſe: of Hanover. 


The Liberty which I am pleading for in o- 


ther Sects is reaſonably denyed to Papiſts, becauſe 


Popery, when predominant, is deſtructive of Li- 


berty itſelf; every Step therefore that is advanced 
towards the Encreaſe of popiſh Power ſhould be 
deſtroyed, as leading towards the Deſtruction of 
Liberty: and as Papiſts refuſe: the Oath. of Al- 
- legiance to, the, King, they are not to be num- 
bered among his Subjects, and have therefore no 
Pretence to the ſame Privileges, nor even to his 


Protection. Here, Madam, permit me to ob- 


ſerve, what is worthy the Conſideration of your 
_ Majeſty, that every Acquiſition of Power in any 


Set of Churchmen is an Approach towards Po- 


Pers or what is as dangerous as Popery ; and 
have the Happyneſs to concur in the Opinion 
of one of the moſt worthy that ever adorned 
the Bench of Biſhops, one who has been more 
ſerviceable to your royal Houſe than all the 
Clergy beſides, one who dignifys the Church of 
Chriſt, and who is an Honour to the Prince to 
whom he owes his Dignitys. I dohbt not but 
your Majeſty thinks that 1 am ſpeaking of the 


2 
gue 


* 


preſent Biſhop of Salisbury, who thus wiſely- and 


righteouſly ſays, * will it lighten the Chain of 


<« Servitude, only to change the Name from papal: 
<« Invaſion to legal Invaſion, from popiſh Reſtraints 


*< to proteſtant Reſtraints? No: it rather in- 
& creaſes the Hardſhip, by adding Mockery to 
< the Tyranny ”.- | BY: 
Now, Madam, I have ſpoke of: Liberty in a 
political Regard to the Intereſt of Princes, permit 
me briefly to ſpeak of it as a Philoſopher. The 
> Lab laying 
In his Book calle | Subj 
&e Chap. ii. Sec. "4 the mn Rigbts of Subjeas defendrey 
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Reformation in Religion many Years. before, are 
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viii To We QUEEN. 


laying a Reſtraint on the Freedom of thinking, 
or © communicating our Thoughts, is contra- 
ry to Nature itlelf; becauſe, if we examine ſe- 
riouſly our own Hearts,, we ſhall find that we 
cannot give up the Exerciſe of this Liberty; 
therefore it is an unrighteous Act in thofe in 
Power even to attempt the Abridgement of Li- 
berty in other Men, while they find they cannot 
give up the Exerciſe of jt themſelves. 


Whenever we behold any Men zealous for the 
ceremonial Parts of any Religion, and eſpecially 
when they are ſo zealous as to endeavour at the 


Extirpation of thoſe who entertain a different 


Faith, and are attached to different Ceremonys, 


we may be ſure that their Zeal proceeds from Ig- 
norince, Ambition, or Avarice ; for they who 
look on an upright Heart as the principal Indi- 


cation of true Religion, and who make the Rule 
of Right their Rule of Conduct, know that the 


Part of true Religion is. to perſuade and not 
comp I. Here, Madam, permit me to lay before 


you the Sentiments of ſome of your own Clergy 


on this Subject, who are as ſevere on their own 
Function, and on the Force of Bigotry and Su- 
perilition, as I have before expreſſed myſelf to be. 
+ Every Man, ſays Biſhop Chandler, * is Zealous 
„ for the Religion of his Fathers; and tho it 


* may have many Abſurdities in it, he doth por 


+ ealily perceive them, by Reaſon he imbibe 

them with his Mother's Milk.“ Be- 
« ſides all Degrees of Men were engaged to de- 
« fend it; + the civil Powers from Maxims of 
% Policy; the Artiſts becauſe of their Gain; 
5e the Prieſts to preſerve their 4utbority and Eino- 
luments ; 


Fl 


In his Defence of Chriftianity, xc. Chap. vi. Sect. g. 
+ He is here ſpeaking of Idolatry 5 hut what he ſays is appli- 
eable to the ceremonial Parts of all Religions. 
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v. ne ARE N is 
& juments; the People out of, Su Mitiod and on 
+. miſguided Devotion 1 
The diſmal Effects of this miſg vided Zeal are 
placadi in a ſtrong Light. by Bp, Bane: ee from 
<< the Time, ſays he, an is deemed à Here- 
tick, *tis Charity to act againſt all Rules o — 
Charity; and the more [they violate the La 
<. of Godin dealing Yor him, is in their Opt: 
nion, doing God: greater Service.“ 
The maſt ſincere 4 for the Honour of 
Halmighty God, you cannot be ſure will not 
be interpreted downright Atheiſm. _—— Ora 
*©, thadoxy. attones for all Vioes, and Hereſy ex- 
<< tinguiſhes all Virtues. | —<—— '** Whatever 
c Yu do, be orthodox: Orthodoxy will cover 
ce A Multitude of Sins, but à Cleud of Virtues 
% cannot cover the Want of the minuteſt Parti- 
e cle of Ortliddoxy. A Julian, Madam, or 
à Callins, could not have uttered a more fatirical 
Truth on the Spirit of Perſecution that often 
predominates in powerful wicked Prieſts, or a 
more poignant Banter on what is commonly called 
Qerhadosf. Biſhop Gibſon has the following ex- 
cellent Obſervation on the Conſequences of falſe 
evotion: ſpeaking of the Jews, ſays he, + 
e the more they failed in the inward Obedience 
of the Heart, and in the Duties of moral 
« Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, the greater Zeal. 
<< they ſhewed for the outward and ritual Parts 
« of the Law. —— There wanted not falſe 
60 P e who had aſſured them that their 
.** Zea] for the Temple would go a great Way 
6 to attone with God for all Failings in other 
«6 Parts of their Duty. A, Leſſon that is rea- 
B «dily 
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* Conc e the Difficulties as Binnen which a- 
fog 2 Study of the Scriptures, &c. 
See Biſhop Gib/on's Sermons, — in the Year 1719. 
33 the third. 


x; To the QUEEN. 

« dily learned and embraced by chrrupt Nature; 
« which deſires Nothing more than to compound 
% with God, for Defects in inward Goodneſs, by 
% an Exceſs of Zeal for external Performances 
4 of any Kind. This Prelate well obſerves that 
this miſtaken Zeal was not confined to the Jews, 
but is applicable to all who are zealous for out- 
ward Ceremonys of any Kind: and this is the 
Zeal which is deſtructive of all human Virtues 3 
for when Men are taught that vain and uſeleſs 
Ceremonys recommend them to the Love of 
God, they neglect moral Virtue, and ſubſtitute 
for it what ought no more to be accounted Vir- 
tue than wearing a laced Coat, or a Sword-knot, 
ſhould : and the Cauſe: of their Error is plain: 
the ceremonial Part of Religion is no Bar to the 
Indulgence of their Paſſions, whereas the Prac- 
tice of moral Virtue often is. Hence, Madam, 
appears the grand Motive to Perſecution in ig- 
norant Zealots; Men who have ſordid and vici- 
ous Diſpoſitions are, like Men in Danger of be- 
ing drowned, glad to catch at a Twig, and cannot 
forgive thoſe who would cut it away: this is more 
dangerous than the other Extreme which weak 
and wicked Minds run into, viz. the Neceſſity 
of human Actions 3 for the firſt are Enemys to 
all who differ from them in Points of Faith; 
and the other think, or wiſh, all Actions inevita- 
ble, and therefore Nobody is blameable. 

From theſe Paſſages which I have quoted we 
ſee that, in the Opinion of theſe eminent Di- 
vines, miſguided Zeal is deſtructive of all Virtue, 
and likewiſe that the Fountain thereof is Igno- 
rance, Ambition, and Avarice. Hts, 

Now I have briefly pointed out the Motives to 
Perſecution, I hope your Majeſty will not think 
me preſumtuous, if, in few Words, I propoſe a 
Method by which the Spirit of Perſecütion may 

| 0 
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A 


To the QUEEN 1 


in a ſhort Time be quite extirpated, Were the 
Clergy of all Denominations obliged, by Law. 


to preach up the Neceſſity of brotherly Love, 
a to annex Rewards to Acts of Virtue, and 


| 8 from uſing Invectives againſt other 
ects, the Face of Buſyneſs would continue un- 


ruffled thro the Land; nor would Men have 


leſs Love for each other becauſe of their Diffe- 


rence in Worſhip : but while the Churches are 
dayly pronouncing their horrid and blaſphemous 


Anathemas againſt thoſe of different Communi- 


ons, the deluded Flock, who look on themſelves 
as of the Houſchold of God, are taught to regard 
and hate thoſe of other Perſuaſions as of the 
Houſehold of the Devil. 5 

Thoſe Men who are againſt Liberty of De- 
bate, thro intereſted Views, are the very Men 


who ought to be ſwept off the Face of the 


Earth ; but the Principles of Liberty will not, 
| ſuffer the Deſtruction even of ſuch Men. 


Thus, Madam, T have delivered my Thoughts 


vith Freedom on a Subject worthy your mature 


Deliberation, on- Liberty as it affects the Privi- 


leges to which all Subjects are inticled wha are 
"equally loyal, and as it regards religious Debates ; 


and I think it my Duty to aſſure your Majeſty 
that a Set of Men are now purſuing Meaſures 
highly detrimental to their King and Country, 
two of whom I have named in this Diſcourſe ; 
who may be properly called Apoſtates from thar 
Liberty which they once defended; and who on 
a Diviſion of the wiſeſt Part of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, are Objects of Hatred to many, and 


.of Contempt to the Reſt: and none but evil, 


or miſguided, Men can be Abectors to their Pro- 


ceedings. | 
wa B 2 [ beg 


i To. We AU EE N. 


4 beg your Majeſty to believe that this comes 
from the Heart of one who would rejoy ce at eve- 
ry: fear to approve himſelf à loyal Subject 
to. his King your royal Conſort, from one who 

is, with an unfeigned Veneraton, New ory 
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Concerning the Principles of. the 2. UA. 
X ER, and ſome late Charges againſt 
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Kerem 1 e - yout 
ordſhip's Charge againſt the Qua- 
kers, 150 finding: in that Veg, 
1 ſhip's former unjuſt Charge, and 
not a Defence which might have been expetted, 
by learned and reaſonable Arguments, I take 
this Occaſion to teſtify my Reſpect to your Lord- 
ſhip, but more to Truth, in expoſing the Incapa- 
city and Partiality of your Lordſhip's Advocate. 
Before J engage in a Confutation of the Charges 
in this Book againſt the Quakers, I will dete& 
ſome diſingenuous and imprudent Methods which 
the Author has followed to depreciate this truly 
AN and Chriſtian Sect in the Eye of the 
World. Wis = „ 


preſented, as inconſiſtent with the fundamental Dodtrinet of tht 
Chriſtian * or a Vindication of the Biſhop of LIN. 
FigLD aid CovenTrRY from the Charge of miſrepreſenting 
them; in Anſwer to a late Letter to bis Lordſpip, on that Oc; 
caſion, by 'T. d and & Fampölet entitled a Cloud of Witneſit 
577 . . 


JAVING lately peruſed a Book & 


tion an Aggravation of your Lord- 


* Entitled, the Principles of. the leading Duakers truly re- 
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: Many of the Writers from which this Author 


roduces Teſtimonys againſt the "Quakers are, 
it, ſuch as are not acknowledged by the Qua- 
ers to be conſiſtent, in all their Doctrines, with 
232 iples of Quakeriſm, 2dly, ſuch as 

d. deſerted their Cauſe and turned againſt 


them, and, 3dly, ſuch as were never Quakers 


but avowed Enemys to them. 

That I may not make myſelf liable to the 
ſame Accuſation which this Author has layed him- 
ſelf under of exhibitipg falſe Charges, I will pro- 
duce Inſtances from his Book of ſuch Wri- 
ters as I mention in theſe three Heads. 1ſt, Such © 
as are not acknowledged by the Quakers to be con- 
Aſtent, in all their Doarines, with the true Prin- 
ciples of Quakeriſm: among which are all. thoſe 
who have denyed the Facts of the Goſpel. 2. Such 


as had deſerted their Cauſe and turned againſt them: 


of which I ſhall firſt inſtance E. Keith, whom the 
Author produces as a Convert fromthe Quakers, 
and who charged them with Deiſm. Ought the 


Teſtimony of ſuch a Man againſt the Quakers 


to be more regarded than a Convert from the 
Church of England to the Church of Rome ſhould 
be againſt the Church of England? Or ſhould 


that Author be eſteemed as either wiſe or candid, 


of their Religion, which is Banctay's pings 


who would ſeek in the Writings of Apoſtates for 
Teſtimonys againſt the Sects from which they 
ran, and not have Recourſe to thoſe Authors whoſe 
Authority is good among the Profeſſors of thoſe 
Religions? 1 believe if a Roman Catholic ſhould 
quote Mr. Woolſton againſt the Church of Eng- 
land, your Lordſhip would not ſcruple to call 
him a diſhoneſt, or very ignorant, Oppoſer ; 
and the Caſe is exactly the ſame where this Au- 
thor quotes G. Keith againſt the Quakers, There 
is a Book allowed by Quakers a compleat Syſtem 


3 


1 
and this Work the Author of the Vindication of 
your Lordſhi 9 * on the Authority of 
G. Keith whoſe 
refined Deiſm and natural Religion. Whoever this 
Author is, he is either ignorant or diſingenuous; 


for if he had read Baxctay's Apology, he muſt. 


lainly perceive the Writer to have been a Be- 
iever of the Facts recorded in both the old and 
new Teſtament; and if he had read it, I think 
he could not honeſtly have miirepreſented the 
Book in this Manner; and if he never read it, he 
is very raſh in depending on the Judgement of 
another. The next and laſt Inſtance of this Kind 
which I ſhall mention is the Teſtimony which our 
Author quotes from Pickworth, an apoſtate Qua- 
ker, Þ againſt V. Penn and Claridge; which is 
contradicted by ſeveral Perſons of great Repute 
now living. I muſt, 3dly, ſpeak of ſuch as were 


never Quakers but avowed Enemys to them, This 
Author mentions || a Conference held by William 


Burnet, with William Bayley a Quaker and Matt. 
Caffyn a Baptiſt-preacher, about God and Chriſt z 
in which Conference, as related by Burnet, Bayley 


is accuſed of denying an outward God and Chriſt 3. 


and, notwithſtanding Bayley contradicted this Fact 
in Print, the Authority of Burnet is quoted a- 
gainſt the Quakers, Is this, my Lord, an impar- 
tial Proceeding? And has your Lordſhip any 


Cauſe to be pleaſed with an Advocate ſo preju- 


_ diced in his Judgement as this Writer apparently 
is? After this, 55 not mention Leſley, a pro- 
feſſed and outrageous Enemy of the Quakers, 
whoſe Teſtimony this Author frequently quotes. 

Had your Lordſhip's Advocate acted a fairer 
Part, and quoted only Quaker-writers, he would 
have been leſs liable to Cenſure; but if he had 
confined himſelf to ſuch Writers, his induſtriouſly 
: . culling 


, Page 191, | + Page 215, &. | Page 16. 


ords he quotes, as @ Scheme of 
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Go 

culling particular Paſſages from various Quaker-. 
authors, which might have ſeemed incongruous 
to the general received Doctrines of the Quakers, 
wauld not have deſtroyed: the Validity of their 
18 Tenets, A late & leatned and judicious 
Writer very artfully made Collections from moſt 
of the eminent Divines of the Church of England, 
and furned them to his Advantage, by ſhewing 
that there is fcarce an Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith which ſome of them had not. writ repug- 
nant to, even while they- were: fighting the Bat- 
. tle of Chriſtianity ; yet your Lordſhip, I believe, 
does not think the Foundation of Chriſtianity: 
ſhaken by ſuch a Collection of: the Sentiments of 
eminent Divines. Had your Lordſhip's Advocate 
acted a wiſer and juſter Part than he has, the 
Cauſe might have been parallel ; but, as they are, 
the Advantage is on the Side of Mr. Collins. . 
Now.I have made good theſe Charges, give 
me Leave, my Lord, to ask you, if an Author 
ought to have any Streſs layed on his Veracity 
or Judgement, who will venture to inſert a Num- 
ber of Quorations in his Works from Writings 
which he never ſaw, and to relate flying and falſe 
Reports, or invent thoſe Relations of Reports, and 
publiſh them as Facts? Both: which Offences 
this Author is guilty of. He acknowledges him- 
ſelf 1 that he never read the original Authors 
from which his Teſtimonys are collected: and, 
after quoting ſeveral Paſſages from Mr. Woolſton's 
Letters to Dr. Bennet, he ſays I it is moſt evident 
bat he (meaning Mr. Wools rox) has not only en- 
tertained very favourable Thoughts of the Qua- 
kers, and wrote a Panegyrick upon them and 
their Founder, but was actually their Champion, ani 
Profeſſedly defended them, againſt the Allacks of the 
. 7 mr. Þ5 Author, 
© * CorLins in his Scheme of literal Prophecy conſidered. ＋ 

Page 81. | Page 150. 4 5-232» he 
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Authors of the DeLenicx OraAcLr, and tbat he 
carryed on the Diſpute in ſo warm a Manner, as 
to] confirm the Report of common Fame, namely, that 
be himſelf formerly frequented the Duaker-meetings. 
This Author has doubtleſs heared that common 
Fame is a common Lyar ; but this is the firſt 
Time of my hearing, or ſeeing, this Report; 
and Mr. Woolſton, whoſe Word I pay a much 
greater Regard to than to common Fame or this 
\uthor, has aſſured me that he, in no Part of his 
Life, frequented Quaker- meetings. Now I am 
ſpeaking of Mr. Woolſton, I muſt obſerve that 
your Lordſhip's Adyocate does not underſtand 
the Drift of Mr. Woolſton's Letters to Dr. Bennet, 
or he deſignedly ſeems not to apprehend it, with 
Hopes of rendering the Quakers more odious by 
ſetting up Mr. Woolſton as their Champion. Mr. 
Woolſton's Letters to Dr. Bennet are writ with ſome 
Wit and Humour, and more againſt another Set 
of Men than for the Quakers; which our Author 


could not avoid ſeeing, if he is not as dull as he 


is partial: but I fear that his Prejudice and 
Warmth often ſmother his Underſtanding. 
As I have accuſed this Author of Prejudice 
and Warmth, I cannot content myſelf without 
proving the Accuſation juſt by more and unde- 

nyable- Inſtances; which will at the ſame Time 
be Inftances of his Ignorance. The Author is 
angry, that an eminent Quaker ſhould preſume 
to go to Court with a Cotnplaint againſt your 
Lordſhip's Charge, without expoſtulating with 
your Lordſhip firſt; and a previous Expoſtula- 
tion, he ſays, was neceſſary, * in Point of De- 
cency, as well as Juſtice, due to a Perſon of your 


Lordſhip's Station in the Church, (if the former 


could be expetted from thoſe who ſeem to have incor- 


porated ill Manners with their Religion.) This 


"0 Paren- 
Page 7, 8. 
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' Parenthefis diſcovers more che Warmth of a 


Yroud Heart than a Chriſtian Temper; nor is 
it founded on Truth; for the better Sort of Qua- 


| kets have as great a Share of good Manners as 


any People; and che lower Sort of them are as 
much preferable, in Behaviour, to the inferior 
Sort of moſt other Sects as Peace is to War; for 
Meekneſs is one great Characteriſtic of them, 
which fewer ordinary People of other Sects have, 
becauſe they are, moſt of them, corrupted into a 


brutal Carriage thro Neglect in their Education. 


Since your Lordſhip's Advocate has repreſented 
the aforeſay ed Gentleman as having made * an im- 
mediate Applicaiion to the Crown, and an > pb 
Complaint at Court, without any preceding Expoſtu- 
lation with your Lordſhip, I will relate Part of 
this Aﬀair as it really happened, 'which ought to 
raife a Bluſh in the Cheek of the Author, who 
dared to publiſh a ſhort Relation ſo void of Truth, 
Modeſty, good Senſe, and good Manners, as this 
is. The Quaker here hinted at is Mr. Andrew Piti, 
a Perſon nored, among many other good Qualitys, 
for his genteel Behaviour; and he did endeavour 
to ſee your Lordſhip before he waited on the 


Queen; which Complaifance was more than 1 
- think due to your Lordſhip from a Perſon who 


muſt be ſuppoſed to look on all Biſhops as hire- 
ling and unjuttifyable Prieſts, Your Lordſhip not 
being in Town, Mr. Pitt waited on the Queen 
with a Book written to confute your Lordſhip's 


Charge againſt the Quakers ; which her Majeſty 


received with a Deportment that ſhould make 
ſuch ſupercilious Authors as I am now anſwering 


aſhamed. 


The next Inſtance of Prejudice which I ſhall 
produce is in theſe Words: it mus? be owned, 
lays the Author, Þ that the Qua kers mare a ſurceſs- 
ful 
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= ful Progreſs in the Warld by being deſpicable, and 


ew numerous by too great 4 Neglect and Contempt 


of their Writings, as ſuppoſed to be an entbuſiaſtical 


Sort of Gibberiſh, unintelligible in themſelves, or af- 
feftedly obſcure, tho indeed full of the deepeFt Subtilty. 
Permit me, my Lord, to diſſect this curious Pe- 
riod, in Order to come at the Meaning of it. 
The Quakers made a ſucceſsful Progreſs in the World 
by being deſpicable. I obſerve that Succeſs is pe- 


culiar to deſpicable Sects: your Lordſhip knows 


that the poor primitive Chriſtians were deſpiſed 
Wretches thro the firſt two or three Centurys 
and I believe your Lordſhip knows that the Suc- 
ceſs of Chriltianity was not owed to the CONE 
which it laboured under at firſt : this is certainly 
one of the moſt unaccountable Reaſons for Suc- 
ceſs that can be aſſigned. Their Gibberiſb was un- 
intelligible, or aſfectedly obſcure, tho indeed full of 
the deepeſt Subtilty. Can an unintelligible, or ob- 


ſcure, Piece be full of the deepeſt Subtilty? If it 


is ſo obſcure as not to be underſtood who can 


find out the Subtilty? This ſurely muſt be the 


Work of an enthuſiaſtical Prieſt, it is dehvered 


ſo much in the Manner of an antient Oracle! 


From this profound Period I paſs to the Reatons 
which our Author gives for the Quakers not be- 
ing good Subjects, which are three &, 1ſt, their 
Unwillingneſs to fight, 2d, their Averſion to Oaths, 
and 3d, their refuſing to pay Tythes. There 
is Something in theſe Reaſons too ludicrous to de- 
ſerve a Layman's ſerious Anſwer; and had not the 


Author diſcovered more Gravity in his Work than 


Wit or Humour, I ſhould have judged him to 
have been in Jeſt in this Place, nor can poſi- 
tively perſuade myſelf that he is in Earneſt here. 
As the Author + preteads to be ſo well ac- 
quainted with your Lordſhip's Sentiments that he 
1 | can 
® Pe 226, 227. f Page 173. 


E 
can anfwer for you, I doubt not but he is well 
knen to you; and I hope your Lordſhip will 


recommend this Letter to his Peruſal; and next 
Month your Lordſhip ſhall receive a compleat 


© "Anſwer to every one of his Charges againſt the 


Quakers from, my Lord, 
with the Reſpect due to a Perſon of your Lord- 
ſhip's StatiÞn in the Church, Fo 
pour Lordſhip's 
humble Servant. 


Auguſt. 1932, 
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LET TEK 1 
I, 


Containing a Confutation of the Charges 
which are made agar the QUAKERS 
in a Book called aV maication of the Bi- 
ſhop of LICHFIEI p, &c. 


My Lord, 


AST Month I troubled you with a Letter, 
I. in which I expoſed ſome of the diſingenuous 
and imprudent Methods which your Lordſhip's 


Advocate followed to depreciate the Quakers in 


the Eye of the World; and I now proceed to 
the Performance of the Promiſe which I then 
made of publiſhing 'a compleat Anſwer to the 
Charges exhibited by your Lordſhip's Advocate, 
againſt the Quakers, in the ſame Book. 


The 


* 


„ 

The Charges there N ht againſt the Quakers 
are under hs following 2 hes 100 They 
<« have loſt the Belief of a real external Jeſus by 
« a Chriſt within them; that is, they have either 
« derogated from the Truth of the Facts relating 
to Feſus Chriſt, or denyed the Neceſſity of the 
« Belief of thoſe Facts: they have not only in- 
„ dulged allegorical Interpretations to a great 
Exceſs, but have allegoriſed away the Letter 
e of the new Teſtament, 2d. They did ſo by 
c oppoſing, or at leaſt prefering, an inward Chriſt 
* to an o ward one; and that not only in ge- 


* 


6 neral, but in ſeveral Circumſtances of that t: 


&« ward one. 3d. Tho the · Body of the common 
« Quakers are far from being condemned as Deiſts, 
« yet the Foundets and Heads of that Sect are 
de not acquitted by the B. of L. from having been 
% D:iſts in an allegorical Diſguiſe. 4th. The 
Principles of their Founders and Leaders were 
% 1n many Reſpects the ſame with thoſe revived 
© by Mr. V. tho without his uſual Degree of 
« Contempt and Ridicule. . 
As your Lordſhip, in the ſecond Volume of 
your Defence of the Miracles againſt Mr. Woor- 
' $TON, has advanced the ſame heavy Charge a- 
ainſt che Quakers, you muſt look on my An- 
wer to your Advocate as a Confutation of your 
own unjuſt Charge, tho I do not reckon your 
Lordſhip accountable for che horrid Blunders 
commited by the Author of the Vindication of 
our Lordſhip. I ſhall not examine into the 
Invalidity of the Teſtimonys which your Friend 
has produced with a View of making Good his 
Charge; becauſe I have in my former Letter de- 
rected the Unfairneſs of quoting ſuch Teftimonys : 
the Caſe is the ſame as if a Roman Catholic, wri- 
ting againſt the Church ot England, ſhould * 
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to the Parliament in the Year 1693, and publiſhed 
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the Writings of Schiſmatics, and other Authors 
who happen to differ in ſeveral Points both from 


themſelves and the eſtabliſhed Church, and yet 


Call themſel ves Members of the Church of England ; 
I fay, the Caſe is exactly the ſame as if a Ro- 


man Catholic ſhould produce the Teſtimonys of 

ſuch Authors againſt the Church of England in- 
ſtead of conſulting the thirty nine Articles and 
the Reſt of the Common-prayer Book. As Ba R- 


.CLAY's Apology is acknowledged to be a com- 


pleat Syſtem of the Religion of the Quakers | ſhall 
chiefly have Recourſe to that Book ; and if your 

ordſhip, or any of your Advocates, can prove 
that the Majority of the Quakers do not confeſs 
that Book as a compleat Syftem of their Religion, 
I will look on what I now write as no Confuta- 
tion of your Lordſhip's and your Advocate's 
Charges againſt them. Tho I ſhall not enter on 
an Examination into the Validity of the Teſti- 


monys quoted in the Book now under my Con- 


ſideration, yet I will demonſtrate, as a Specimen 
of the Author's Abſurditys of the ſame Nature, 
that ſome of thoſe Teſtimonys do not prove what 
they are quoted to prove. | 

I ſhal) conſider the four Articles of the Charge 
againſt the Quakers ſeparately, and in the follow- 
ing Manner. | | 

«© I, They have loſt the Belief of a real exter- 
& nal Jeſus by a Chriſt within them; that is, they 
< have either derogated from the Truth of the 
Facts relating to J7eſus Chriſt, or denyed the 
« Nece/jity of the Belief of thoſe Facts: they have 
not only-indulged allegorical Interpretations to 


sea geat Exceſs, but have allegoriſed away the 


« Letter of the new Teſtament. 
As a Confutation of this falſe Charge, I need 
only produce the Confeſſion of Faith declared 


by 


= ERS 

by the Quakers, and likewiſe quoted by your 
1 — Advocate in his Vindication 2 ons 

Lordſhip, *_ 8 08 

The Confeſſion of Faith runs thus: „be it 

« known to all that we fincerely believe and 

«© confeſs, e e | 


„ 1. That Feſus of Nazareth, who was born of 


» the Virgin Mary, is the true Mzſiab, the very 


« Chriſt, the Son of the living. God, to whom 


„all the Prophets gave Witneſs; and that we 


« do highly value his Death, Suffering, Works, 
Offices, and Merits, for the Redemption of 
„ Mankind, together with his Laws, Doctrine, 
„ and Miniſtry. 2 

2. That this very Chriſt of God, who is the 


& Lamb of, God, that takes away the Sins of; 


"P 


< the World, was ſlain, was dead, and is alive, 
* and lives for ever in his divine eternal Glory, 
« Dominion, and Power, with the Father. 

« 3, That the holy Scriptures of the old and 
new Teſtament are of divine Authority, as be- 
„ing given by Inſpiration of God. 

I do not quote this Confeſſion of Faith only 
as a Confutation of the firſt Article of the Charge, 
but as one flagrant Inſtance of the Ignorance, or 
Diſhoneſty, perhaps of both, of your Lordſhip's 
Advocate, who has repreſented this Confeſſion of 
Faith as an Act of Hypocriſy in the Quakers, 


and as if they were intimidared into it, at that 


Time, by George Keith's repeated Charge againſt 
them for denying an outward Chriſt, Now, m 

Lord, I will prove that not one Article is ad- 
vanced in this Confeſſion of Faith but what was 
publiſhed above thirty Years before, as the Doc» 
trine of the Quakers, If I make good this Pro- 
miſe, your Lordſhip cannot think- me too ſevere 
in calling your Friend ignorant, or diſhoneſt, or 


® Pages 90, 91. 
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both; for if he layed the Charge of Hypoc w | 
to the Quakers for this Confeſſion of Faith, — 


out having peruſed BarcLay's Apology, he was 
ignorant of what he ought to have known before 


if he had ſtudyed BarxcLay's Apology, he was 
diſhoneſt in eating this Confeſſion of Faith 
as new and hypocritical. | + 


My Buſyneſs is now to ſhew from Barclay, in 


Confirmation of this Confeſſion of Faith, and in 


Contradiction to the firſt Article of your Friend's 


Charge, that be Quakers have not loft the Belief of 


a real external JESUS, that they have not dero- 
gated from the. Fatts relating to him, and that they 
bave not allegoriſed away the Letter of the new Teſ- 
tament. Theſe three Heads, my Lord, might 
have been included in one; but if I ſhould exa- 
mine into all the Tautology, and other Parts of 
bad writing, contained in the Vindication of your 
Lordſhip, I ſhould ſwell my Remarks into a Vo- 
Jume ; I will therefore take Solomon's Advice, and 
anſwer the Author according to his own Way. 


Says Barclay, * © we believe all thoſe Things 


© to have been certainly tranſacted, which are 
recorded in the holy Scriptures, concerning the 


Birth, Life, Miracles, Reſurrection, and Aſ- 


„ cenſion, of Chriſt. | 
Is an external Jeſus, my Lord, here denyed ? 


And does the firſt Article of the Confeſſion of 


Faith ſeem to be new and hypocritical? Let us 
next ſee how the Quakers may be ſayed to dero- 
gate from the Facts relating to Chriſt. Says 


Barclay, in the ſame Section, we believe that 


* the Remiſſion of Sins, which any partake of, 

« is only in and by Vertue of that moſt ſatisfac- 

« tory Sacrifice.” The ſame Author thus _ 
-. 0 


* Apology. Propoſition 5th and 6th, Sect. 15. 


he attempted to write againſt the Quakers, and, 


— 


N J EA 
of divine Revelations, * * theſe divine Nevela- 
& tions, which we make abſolutely neceſſary for 
« the Building up of true Faith, neither do, nor 
“ can ever, © contradict the outward Teftimony 
e of the Scriptures.” I hope theſe Paſſages will 
ſatisfy your Lordſhip and your Friend that the 
Quakers have not loſt the Belief of a real exter- 
nal Ix sus, nor derogated from the Facts relating to 
him, and that they have not allegoriſed away the 
Letter of the new Teſtament. Tho the Paſſages 
which I bring in Confutation of any one particu- 
lar Charge, which your Lordſhip's Advocate has 
made, may reaſonably ſerve as an Anſwer to all, 
yet I will, that I may perform my Promiſe effec- 
tually, and for the Sake of producing ſeveral ex- 
cellent Paſſages, in Defence of Quakeriſm, from 
Barclay, go regularly thro, in a ſeparate Anſwer 
to each: I therefore proceed to the ſecond Article. 
« II. They did ſo by oppoſing, or at leaſt pre- 
« ferring, an inward Chriſt to an outward one; 
« and that not only in general, but in ſeveral 
„ Circumſtances of that outward one. 
Barclay obſerves + that, ſeeing Theſe Things 
* are not diſcerned by the natural, but by the 
« ſpiritual, Man, it is the Spirit of God that 
* muſt give us that Belief of the Scriptures, which 
« may fatisfy our Conſciences.” Here an in- 
ward Light is made neceſſary to diſcover the 
Truth of an outward CHRIST and his Works, 
and not deſtructive, as your Lorſhip's Advo- 
cate miſrepreſents it, of an ou7ward one: and I 
believe I could produce many Authoritys, which 
would not be diſputed by your Lordſhip, in De- 
fence, of this inward Light; one of which is, that 
Faith is the Gift of God; and if Faith is the Gift 
of God, the Day of Viſitation, much talked of 
by the Quakers, muſt come before any one * 
| e 
* Propokition 2. I + Propoſition 3. Set. 1, 


7 L 26 ] 
be poſſeſſed of that Gift. I proceed to the Ad- 
vantage of an inward Chriſt, which is thus ſet 
forth by Barclay: x we underſtand the Forma- 
« tion of Chriſt in us, Chriſt born and brought 
“ forth in us; from which good Works as na- 
« turally proceed, as Fruit from a fruitful Tree.“ 
An inward Chriſt is here made the Fountain of 
good Works, which are, according to the Prin- 
_—_ of the Quakers, the neceſſary Indications 
of a true Chriſtian. The laſt Paſſage which | ſhall 
quote in Anſwer to the ſecond Article is this: F- 
„ the Teſtimony of the Spirit, recorded in the 
« Scriptures, doth anſwer the Teſtimony of the 
« Spirit in the Heart, even as Face anſwereth 
Face in a Glaſs : hence it follows that the in- 
% ward Work of Holyneſs, and forſaking Iniqui- 
“ ty, is neceſlary in every Reſpect to the being 
%% Member in the Church of Chrif, and that 
e the outward Profeſſion is neceſſary to be a 
Member of a particular gathered Church, but 
* not to the being a Member of the Catbolic 
& Church ; yet it is abſolutely neceſſary where 
«©. God affords the Opportunity of knowing it.“ 
Here the Belief of an outward Chriſt is made ne- 
ceſſary where God affords the Opportunity of 
knowing ic; and I hope your Lordſhip would not 
have moral Men, who have had no Opportunity 
of knowing an outward Chriſt, excluded the Be- 
nefits of his Death, tho your Advocate ſeems to 
think it an unchriſtian Doctrine $ to admit mo- 
ral Heathens into the Kingdom of God: this 
Doctrine, my Lord, of your Advocate's is not 
only an inhuman, but an unchriſtian, one; 
and the ſame Spirit of Cruelty, that — 

„ itſel 


n Propoſition 7. Sect. 3. + Propoſition 10. Sect 4. 

See the Principles of the leading Quaters truly repreſented, 

&C. < @ Figdicationf the Biſbep of LacyrigLDd, & Page 
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itſelf in Words, would, if it had Power, diſcover 


itſelf in Action. The laſt Quotation is not on- 


ly a Confutation of the ſecond Article of your 
Advocate's Charge, but evidently ſhews his Ig- 
norance, or Diſingenuouſneſs, in quoting George 


Keith & repreſenting BAR LAY S Apology as a 


refined òyſtem f Dein. This laſt Quotation might 
likewiſe ſtand for a full Anſwer, if I had no In- 
clination to make any other, to the third Article 
of the Charge, which is this. 

III. Though the Body of the common Qua- 
„ kers are far from being condemned as Deiſts, 
yet the Founders and Heads ot that Sect. are not 
* acquitted, by the B. of Ly from having been 
CDeiſts in an allegorical Diſguiſe.” In this Ar- 
ticle I turn my Diſcourſe: from your Eordſhip's 
Advocate to yourſelf more particularly than be- 
fore, becauſe he here ſpeaks as in the Name of 
your Lordſhip; I have in my firſt Letter obſer- 


ved that he pretends to be ſo well acquainted with 
your Sentiments that he can anſwer for you. Whom ' 
does your Lordſhip call the Heads of the Qua- 


kers? Barclay lived at the ſame Time with Fox, 
and is the firſt -who digeſted the Principles of the 
Quakers into a regular Syſtem of Religion; and 
his Manner of Writing is as:methodical-as that of 
any Divine or Philoſopher, 'and his 3 in 
Theology and the learned Languages was inferi- 
or to that of few and his Syſtem, as I ſayed be- 
fore, is acknowledged by the Quakers to be a 
compleat one of their Religion. Next, my Lord, 
the Meaning which you annex to the Word Deiſt 
is neceſſary to be known: according to the com- 
mon Acceptation of the Word, we mean a Per- 
ſon who acknowledges but one God, and who de- 
nys all revealed Religion. I believe the Paſſages 
which I have already quoted from Barclay will 
1 ny | - 
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not be taken for the Language of a Deiſt by any 


candid- Reader: therefore whether your Lordſhip, - 
thro your great Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs, ſhall 


ever think fit to acquit the Heads of the Quakers, 
from the Imputation of Deiſm, is of no great Mo- 


ment, ſince their own Words acquit them. 
 Your' Lordſhip's Advocate repreſents G. White- 
bead & as anſwering the following Queſtions in 
the following Manner. << Is the ſame Body of 
„ Chri/t that ſuffered on the Crofs in Heaven, yea 


or nay? The Body of Chriſt in Heaven is not 


« carnal but ſpiritual, What became of hat 
* Body that ſuffered, is it in Heaven, yea or nay ? 
I] do not read that he is in Heaven with a Body 
* of Hieb, Blood, and Bones; it was changed“. 
No Inference can be made from hence of the 
Deiſm of Whitebead : the Sufferings of Chriſt, his 
Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, are acknow- 
ledged; and this is only a Conference about the 
Eſſence of his Body in Heaven: therefore the 
Paſſage anſwers no End, and is therefore imper- 
tinently and ridiculouſly quoted. 

Deiſm is fo abſurd a Charge on thoſe who are 
true Quakers, that no Sect in the World is leſs 


liable to it: every Article of their Religion is 


repugnant to it; and \they not only acknowledge 
former Revelations from God, but inſiſt on the 
Neceſſity of a Revelation of God's Spirit before 


any one can be a true Chriſtian. Your Lordſhip's 


Advocate might with as much Juſtice have called 
the Quakers Turks, or Hottentots, as Deiſts, for 
one Denomination is as much their Due as the 
other, becauſe, my Lord, the very Eſſence of 
their Religion is Revelation. Hear Barclay on 
this Head. 1 Becauſe the Spirit of God is the 
% Fountain of all Truth and ſound Reaſon, there- 
* fore we have well ſaid that it cannot contra- 
| dict 
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c dict neither the Teſtimony of the Scripture 
e nor ſound Reaſon, yet it will not from thence 
follow that theſe divine Revelations are to be 
<« ſubjeed to the Examination either of the out- 
« ward Teſtimony of Scripture, or of the human 
ce or natural Reaſon of Man, as to a more noble 
« and certain Rule and Touchſtone ; for the di- 
4 vine Revelation, and inward Illumination, 1s 
that which is evident by itſelf, forcing the 
ce well - diſpoſed Underſtanding, and irreſiſtibly 
„ moving it to aſſent, by its own Evidence 
« and Clearneſs, even as the common Principles 
« of natural Truth do bow the Mind to a natural 


A 


« Aflent*”” The ſame Author, in the ſame Pro- 


» poſition, quotes the following Text: Iwill pray 
«« the Father, and be will give you another Comforter, 
«© that he may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit 
«< of Truth, whom the World cannot receive, becauſe 
« it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him, but ye know 
% him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in 


« you”, John xiv. 16, 17. Your Lordſhip muſt 


conſider to what End theſe laſt Quotations are 


made, which is to ſhew the Unſuſtneſs of the 


Charge of Deiſm on a Sect who inſiſt on the Ne- 
ceſlity of a Revelation of an inward Light in eve- 
ry one who is a true Chriſtian 3 and who affirm 
that inward Light to be a Confirmation of former 
Revelations, What your . Lordſhip and your 
Advocate have ſayed concerning the Quakers pre- 
fering the inward Light to the 1 and 
not making them the Rule of Faith, ſhall hereaf- 
ter be fully anſwered: their Doctrine of inward 
Light ſhall be clearly ſtated, and proved conſiſ- 
tent with the Scriptures, | 

The laſt Article of the Charge is this. 

„IV. The Principles of their Founders and 
Leaders were in many Reſpects the ſame wit] 
e thoſe revived by Mr, V. though * by 
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& uſual Degree of Contempt and Ridicule”, As 
a Demonſtration of the Inſufficiency of your 
Lordſhip's Advocate, in Argument, I will con- 
front a Paſſage from Mr. Woolſtan's Writings 

with one from William Penn's, as they ſtand 
confronted by your Friend * among his other 


Teſtimonys. 


Mr. Woolſton. 
«The Hiſtory of ZFe/us's Life, 
ce as recorded in the Evange- 


& lifts, is an emblematical Re- 


« preſentation of his ſpiritual 


« Life in the Soul of Man; and 
« his Miracles are Figures of 
„ his myſterious Opcrations : 


ee the four Goſpels are in no 


V. Penn. 

« How weak 
% an Argu- 
ce ment the Doc- 
cc trine of Mira- 
cles is to prove 
© the Verity of 
c the - Chriſtian 
Faith, or Doc- 


« Part a literal Story, but a *© trine of Reve- 
« Syſtem of myfiical! Philoſo- lation, at this 
« phy or Theology. 1. Dif. P. Time of Day. 
* 04. T Serious Apol. in 
. „ his Works, 2 

« ler. 38. 


Here, my Lord, your Advocate might, wich 
equal Propriety and Truth, have confronted the 
Forms of a Man anda Horſe, or the two Colours 
white and black, and have affirmed them to be 
the ſame. In the Paſſage quoted from Mr. Wool- 
Kon the Facts related in the Evangeliſts are ab- 
ſolutely denyed; and in the Paſſage quoted from - 
William Penn they are not denyed, but juſtly ſay- 
ed to be no Proofs, at this Time, of divine Reve- 
lation: the Aſſertion of their being no Proofs, at 
this Time, of divine Revelation has no Affinity 

| | | with 


In the Principles o the leading Quakers, c. Pages 171, 
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1 
with an Affirmation of their being, in no Part 
literally true. e | 
Whatever your Lordſhip's Sentiments may be 
of theſe Letters, and whatever Reception they 
may meet with from the Public, I beg Leave to 


aſſure _=_ that I think lam acting below the Dig- 


nity of a Philoſopher and a Scholar, while I con- 
deſcend to anſwer ſuch Rubbiſh as your Lordſhip's 
Advocate has preſumed to trouble the World with 
in Vindication of your Lordſhip; and did not 
my. Regard to Truth, and the little Popularity 
which the Vindication of your Lordſhip has gain- 
ed, preyail over my Contempt, I ſhould never 
have appeared as an Oppoſer to ſuch a wretched 
Compoſition, | bh t | 

I ſhall conclude my Anſwer to the four Articles 


of the Charge againſt the Quakers with a Paſſage 


«© Becauſe, ſays he, we tell the People that it is 
e the Light and Law within, and not the Letter 
e without, that can truly tell them their Condi- 
cc tion, and lead them out of all Evil, hence 


from Barclay 0 the Concluſion of his Apology. 


« they ſay we vilify the Scriptures, and ſer up 
* our own Imaginations abave them. Becauſe 


« we tell them that it is not their talking or be- 
e lieving of. Chrift*'s outward Life, Sufferings, 
Death, and Reſurrection, no more than the 
« Jews crying the Temple of the Lord, the Temple 
« of the Lord, that will ſerve their Turn, or jul- 
„ tify:them in the Sight of God, but that they 
« muſt know CuarisT in them, whom they ha ve 


% crucifyed, to be' raiſed, and to juſtify them, 


« and redeem them from their Iniquities, hence 
„they ſay we deny the Life, Death, and Suffer- 
« ings, of Chri/t, Juſtification by his Blood, and 


* Remiſſion of Sins through him. Becauſe we 


tell them, while they are talking and determin- 
Ling about the KReſurrection, that they have 
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& more Need to know the juſt One, whom they 
& have ſlain, raiſed in, ibemſelves, and to be ſure 
« they are Partakers of the firſ# Reſurrection, and 
« that, if this be, they will be the more capable 


to judge of the ſecond, hence they ſay that we 


« deny the Reſurrection of the Body. Becauſe, 
« when we hear them talk fooliſhly of Heaven 
« and Hell, and the laſt Judgement, we exhort 
« them to come out of the helliſh Condition 
« they are in, and come down to the Judgement 
« of CHRIST in their .own Hearts, and believe 
« in. the Light, and follow it, that ſo they may 
« come to fit in the heavenly Places, which are 


« in Chriſt Feſus, hence they maliciouſly ſay that 


« we deny any Heaven or Hell but that which 
4 js within us, and that we deny any general 
& Judgement: which Slanders, the Lord knows, 


4 are foully caſt upon us“. 


The diſtinguiſhing Difference that appears in 


this Summary of the Religion of the Quakers 


from moſt other Sects is, that they prefer the Yir- 
tue of the Heart to a bare outward Shew and 


Profeſſion of Religion: they make Virtue the 


grand Characteriſtic of a Chriſtian, and the Indi- 


cCation of his Sincerity who profeſſes himſelf one: 
and if your Lordſhip has any other Sort of 


Chriſtianity in Reſerve, for God's Sake, the Sake 
of Mankind, and your own Sake, conceal it from 


the World. 
Your Advocate, my Lord, declares, towards 


the latter End of his Vindication of your Lord- 


ſhip, & that what he publiſhed © is with an In- 
<& tention to invite, and bring back, the Qnakers 
© to genuine Chriſtianity in General, and to the 
« beſt and ſoundeſt Part of the Catholic Church, 


the Church of England, in Particular.“ I de- 
clare that my Intent in publiſhing theſe Letters 


| is 
Page 212. 


—_— 
is to convince my Readers, that neither your 
Lordſhip, nor your Advocate, has yet advanced 
any Arguments which overthrow the Tenets: of 
the Quakers; but, on the contrary, ye have both 
ſubſtiruted, as the Doctrine of the Quakers, a 
Doctrine oppoſite to what they maintain. | 

I purpoſe, next Month, to ſubmit a third Let- 
ter to your Lordſhip; which ſhall be the laſt 
Trouble that I will give you, without a freſn 
Provocation ; in which Letter I will demonſtrate, 
from the Scriptures, the antient Fathers, and ſome 
other Authors of Credit in this Controverſy, 
that the particular Doctrines which diſtinguiſh 
the Qyakers: from the Reſt of Mankind are all 
conſiſtent with primitive Chriſtianity. 

If the Diſcovery of Truth is the End of your 
Lordſhip's, and your Advocate's, writing, ye will 
certainly be willing te embrace it from whatever 
Hand it comes, whether from the Records of 
many Centurys paſſed, or from, 1 

my Lord,. 
vour Lordſhip's 
humble Servant, 
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In which" the particular Doffrines and Cuſtoms 
_ . which diſtinguiſh the Qdakenxs from the Ref of 
© Mankind are provid confictent” with primitive 
Chriſtianity ; with a Charafter of GroRGE 
F ox and bis Writings, „„ 
>. My Lord, beers 2211 | as. r ( vs ' 
& Ccording to my Promiſe in my faſt, I now 
A undertake to prove. che particular Poctrines 
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which diſtinguiſh the Quaters from the Reſt of 


Mankind conſiſtent with primitive Chriſtianity; 
which Doctrines I will divide into fix Heads. 

1. Their Doctrine of inward Light. 

2, Of the Miniſtry. „ 

3. Of Tythes. 

4. Of Dreſs. 
- 5. Of Oaths, Salutations, and Titles of Ho- 
_ . FF 

6. Of Fighting. 

I believe if I demonſtrate theſe Doctrines of 
the Quaters to be the Doctrines of pure Chriſtiani- 
ty, the 2uakers will appear from ſuch Demon- 
ſtrations, and what J advance in my two for- 
mer Letters, to have the Preference to all other 
Secs under the Denomination of Chriſtians, with- 
out entering on any other of their Peculiaritys 
ſubordinate to theſe : and while I prove what I 
propoſe under theſe Heads I ſhall likewiſe pro- 
duce freſh Authoritys and Arguments againſt the 
Charges which I anſwered in my former Letter. 
I. Their Doctrine of inward Light. 

This ſeems, to your Lordſhip's Advocate, to 
be the Doctrine of all the ether Principles of 
the Qua łers the moſt deſtructive of Chriſtianity : 
by this Doctrine ye both ſeem to think an out- 


ward Chriſt denyed; and the Scriptures, ye ſay, 
are in this rejected as the N of Faith 


and Manners, I haye in a former Letter proved 
an outward Chriſt not to be denyed by the Doc- 
trine of inward Light, but, on the contrary, - 


- firmed thereby: and I, will here demonſtrate the 


Scriptures not to be the primary Rule of Faith 
and Manners, even granting them to be inſpired 


Books. I begin with the following Paſſages from 


the fourteenth Chapter x of Johns Goſpel. © I 
Will pray to the Father, and he ſhall give ye 
PSU ay mt Heme vie 01: abr Antler 

+. + eo 


4 

*< another Comforter, that he may continue wick 
6 ye 5 the Spirit of Truth, which the 
« ,World cannot receive, becauſe it neither ſees 
„ nor knows it; but ye know it, becauſe it 
« dwells among ye, and ſhall be in ye, I will 
* not leave ye deſtitute, I will come to ye”. 
What Spirit of Truth, what Comforter, is it that 
Chrif here promiſes? It cannot be the Letter of the 
Scripture; becauſe that the World ſees; nor can the 
Diſciples, to whom Chri/t intheFleſh is ſayed to have 
utteredtheſe Words, be the only Perſons ſpoken of; 
future Believers muſt be included ; for the Com- 
forter promiſed is to remain (, Toy Arora) to Eter- 
niry : and, that the Members of Chriſt's Church may 
not be at a Loſs to diſcover the Comforter ſpo- 
ken of, ſays Chriſt J will not leave ye deſtitute, 
A will come to ye. That he could not mean 
to came in. the Fleſh to all future Believers is 
certain ; gherefore his Coming here ſpoken of 
is in the Spirit, according to the Promiſe here 
made, the Spirit of Truth: for which Reaſon 
the Chriſt within, and the Light within, are uſed 
as ſynonimous Terms by the Quakers. The on- 
ly Paſſage now liable to diſpute in theſe Verſes 
is this, he ſhall give ye azother Comforter” : 
ſome may ask, why, if Chriſt himſelf is intend- 
ed, he ſpeaks of another? To which I anſwer, 
another, becauſe Identity of Perſon is not pro- 
miſed, tho the Spirit, or divine Affluence, of 
that Being is promiſed z which Manner of wri- 
ting is likewiſe uſed by gentile Authors. The 
 twentyeth Verſe of the ſame Chapter entirely 
_ favours tie Conſtruction which I have given of tke 
preceding Verſes. © In that Day” (which means the 
Day of Viſitation and of the Light being received) 
„ ye ſhall know that Iam in my Father, and ye 
sin me, and I in you”, Here Chrif promiſes the 
Spirit of Truth; and in the following Verſe Paul 
makes it the Teſt by which a Chriſtian is ta try 
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himſelf whether he is a'Reprobate or no. + Ex- 


„ amine yourſelves, whether ye are in the Faith; 


&« prove yourſelves; know ye not yourſelves, that 
« Chriſt is in ye, except ye are Reprobates? 
Your Lordſhip's Advocate, in his Vindication of 
you, conſtrues e uu among ye: a remarkable In- 
ſtance of his Ignorance of the Context, or of his 


Love of Diſputation! To prove my Cenſure juſt, 


I need only to tranſcribe the original Words of 
the third Verſe of the ſame Chapter. Aoxun (= 


' THT Ev £1401 .choumTos XpioTe, os eig vas ook , anna 


Ivey er uhr. Fe ſeek a Proof of Chriſt ſpeak- 
ing in me, who is not weak towards you, but 
* is powerful in ye“. If your Lordſhip will give 
ourſelf the Trouble to turn to the e 
erſe of the fourteenth Chapter of Jobn, which 


I before quoted, you will find theſe Words, neg 


Up pevely ett er UfIY et, which 1 tranflate, 1. 


dwells amone ye, and ſhall be n ye: the Words 


rag vu nere, it dwells among ye, allude to Chriſt 


being then perſonally with them, for «gz, when 


governing a dative Caſe, means near, to, with, 
or among; and the Words eu vu tre, it SHALL 


be m-ye, allude to his coming in the Spirit: here 


the preſent and the future terminate in one ; the 
firſt meaning his identical Self while ſpeaking, and 
the other his coming in the Spirit of Truth after- 
wards. Thus much, my Lord, I thought fit to 
obſerve on your Advocate's Skill in Greek Criti- 
ciſm : and J believe your Lordſhip, after an Exa- 
mination into theſe Texts, will allow among ye to 
be a falſe Conſtruction of e u,: for we may here 
with the ſame Juſtice conſtrue & , among ME. 
Your Lordſhips Advocate weakly objects ſ to 


the inward Light or Spirit, unleſs it is confirmed 


without by miraculous Fafts, What Neceſſity for 


Miracles to enforce a Belief, where the Spirit is 


| ſuppoſed 
® 2 Cor. Chap. 13. V. 5. | + In his Fixdication, Ke. 


P. 199+ \ 
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poſit. 3. Sect. 4. 


Rd, © 
fuppoſed always to carry Conviction with tt? 
The Spirit is not ſayed to be a Conviction to any 
but to thoſe who have it; and they who have it 
require no other Proof; but this is an old Ob- 
jection, which Barclay * very judiciouſly has-an-. 
ſwered ; ſays he, we need not Miracles, be- 
* cauſe we preach no new Goſpel, but that 
«* which is already confirmed by all the Miracles 
te of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles”. 6 A 

From theſe Remarks on the paſſages quoted 
from Jobn's Goſpel, and Paul's ſecond Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, the Propriety with which the 
Quakers uſe a Chriſt within, and a Light within, 
appears beyond Contradiction; and as that Chriſt 
or Light within is the fame that is ſuppoſed to 
have inſpired the Prophets, Evangeliſts, and A- 
poſtles, the'Scriptures, as Barclay ſ well obſerves, 
can be but a ſecondary, and ſubordinate, Rule 
of Faith. If I receive a Command from the 
Fountain-head, ſurely that Command is more 
valid than one from another Perſon who received 
his Command from the ſame Fountain- head. 
The Queſtion is not here, whether the 2yakers, 
or 7 particular Set of Men, have this Gift, 
but whether this is not ſcripture Doctrine. 

The Scripture can not be the primary Rule 
of Faith, becauſe a Criterion muſt be had to 
judge of the Truth or Falſehood of the Scripture 
itſelf; and certainly that which is the Subject de- 

ated muſt not be brought as an Evidence for 
itſelf; that which is to be judged muſt not be 
judged by itſelf. The Multitude of Faults in 
our common Tranflation of the Seriptures, and 
the different Interpretations given by learned 
Men of various Paſſages, ſhew the Inſufficiency 
of Learning, and the Neceſſity of the Spi-7/7, as 
* the principal Guide, which, ſays Barciav, || 
| neither 

In his Apology. Prop. 10. Sect. 12. + Prop. 3. rg. 
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* neither Moths nor Time can wear out, nor 
“ Tranſcribers, nor Tranſlators, corrupt”, 
To, what I have already ſayed, in Order to 
rove the _ Scriptures not the primary Rule of 
Faith, I will add a Paſſage from an Author * who 
has few, I am. not ſure he has any, Superiors 
among thoſe who are called inſpired Writers, tho 
treated with Diſreſpect by your Lordſhip's Ad- 
vocate. He that hates this Light, and makes 
& a Profeſſion of God and Chrif, and ſayeth the 
% Letter is the Word, and the four Books of 
& Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, is the Go- 
&« ſpel, he knoweth not Chrif, which is f glad 
« Tidings, the Lamb of God, which takes away 
& the Sins of the World; for the Letter takes not 
% away Sin”, ——— © The Leiter is a Declara- 
« ion of the Ford, God is the Word; and it is a 
« Declaration of the Light, Chriſt is, the Light ; 


and it is a Declaration of the Spirit, but the Spi- 


< rit is not i' '. Afterwards ſays the ſame Au- 
thor, in the ſame Work, <* where the ſame Light 
« is made manifeſt, as was in the Prophets which 
« ſaw Chriſt in the Light, and in the Apoſtles the 
& fame Light which gave forth the Scripture, all 
© the Scripture is witneſſed”. In theſe Paſſages 
Fox not only aſſerts the Preference of the inward 
Ligbt to the Letter of the Scripture, but makes it 
a Confirmation, and Interpreter, of the Truth of 
the Writings of the Prophets and Evangeliſts, 
II. Of. the Miniſtry. | 
The Neceſſity of an inward Call to the Mini- 
ſtry appears from theſe Words, in the eleventh 
Verſe of the fourth Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle of 
Peter, if any one Magn. let him ſpeak as the 
„ Oracle of God; if any one miniſters, let 1 
: * 0 


* George Fox, in his Way to the Kingdom. © | 

+ I believe no one imagines that Fox conſulted a Lexicon for 
the Meaning of Evazy:tacr, tho, from as perfect a Knowledge 
ol the Scriptures, and as great a Portion of the Spirit as perhaps 
any Man ever had, he gives the true Stgnification thereof. 


* 


„„ 
do it as of the Ability which God giverh”: 
and many other Texts may be quoted from the 
new Teſtament to prove the Neceſſity of an in- 
ward Call before any one ſhould act in the Miniſ- 
try of God's Word: and the Neceſſity of an in- 
ward Call to the Miniſtry is acknowledged in the 
Canons of the Church of England; and every 
Man, before he is admited into holy Orders, in 
the Church of England, is asked whether he is 
moved by the holy Ghoſt z and he is obliged to 
anſwer in the Affi rmative or he cannot be admited: 
yet almoſt every one knows that a Preſentation to 


a Living is the grand Motive to Ordination. 


Give me Leave, my Lord, to ask you the fol- 
lowing Queſtion : ſuppoſing a Biſhop does not 
believe'every Man, whom he ordains, called by 


the Spirit, but thinks the Ceremony of Interro- 


gation only a Formality, like that of noo epiſco- 
' pari, may not he be ſayed to trifle with his God 
and his Chriſt, and to impoſe on Mankind? * 
The. Perſon that has an inward Call to the Mi- 
niſtry is, according to Matthew. and Peter, o- 
bliged to obey that Call without any venal Con- 
ſideration : ſays Cbriſt x freely ye have received, 
and freely give: and Peter + directs every aue 
who has received the Gift to miniſter freely to one a- 
another, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace of Gad. 
As no one ſhould miniſter without an inward 
Call, and as every Chriſtian is bound to obey that 


Call, Women cannot reſiſt it if they are viſited 


therewith : Paul, in bis firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 


rinthians, lays down Rules for the Behaviour of 


Women in the Miniſtry ; and in ſeveral Parts of 
the Scriptures $ we read of Women gifted, and 


4 


acting in the Miniſtry. 


3 


One remarkable Peculiarity, among the Qua- 
ers, is that of ſilent Meetings, which ſometimes 
„ : hap- 
* Mat. Chap. x. V. 8s. + 1 Peter, Chap. ir. V. 10. 
$ dee 447, Chap. ii. V. 17: and Chap. wi. V. 9. Oe. 
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happen; for which Barclay thus reaſonably ac- 
counts, * ſeeing the Scripture commands to 
„meet together, and when met the Scripture 

* prohibits Prayers, or Preachings, but as the 
Spirit moveth thereunto, if People meet toge- 
* ther, and the Spirit move not to ſuch Acts, it 
« will neceſſarily follow that they muſt be filent”.. 

In a very eſſential Part, which is that relating 
to the moral Qualifications of a Preacher, no 
Sect is more ſtrict than the Quakers: which mo- 
ral Qualifications are particularly ſet forth by 
Paul in the third Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle 
to Timothy, and in the firſt Chapter of his Epiſtle 
to Titus. A late Inſtance of the Quakers paying 
a ſtrict Regard to the moral: Qualifications of 
a Preacher appeared in the Expulſion of Gibſon 
becauſe of ſome Immoralitys of which he was 
more than ſuſpected to have been guilty, . 

III. Of Tytbes. . 

I now come to that Head which, I dare fay, 

is the greateſt Grievance to the Clergy ; and if 

the Qua ters allowed paying Tythes to be con- 

ſiſtent with Chriſtianity, I doubt not but fewer 

Books would be publiſhed againſt them than are. 

The Paſſages which I quoted under the preceding 
Head, from the tenth Chapter of Matthew, and 
the fourth Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle of Peter, 
are ſufficient. Evidences of the Iniquity, accord- 
ing to the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, of preach- 

ing for Hire. 5 1 

The Reaſon of Tythes being payed to the Le- 

vites was a good one, but ought to be no Pre- 
cedent to the Clergy of a Country who have the 
Privilege of Inheritance, with many other Privi- 
leges. Hear Barclay on this Head: the Le- 
villes, ſays he, f were one of the Tribes ot 
In his Apology. Prop. 11. Sect. 17. ſee likewiſe Fax Diſ- 
courle, entitled who are te be filent and who to ſpent, in an 
Fpiftle te all Prople in . 14, + Prop. 10, Seck. 28. 


on 


1 
% Iſrael, and ſo had a Right te a, Part of-the- 
1 e of their Brethren, and, having none, 
* hed this allated ro them in Lieu of it: next, 
<. the Tenth of the Tythes was ohly allowed g 
«* the Prieſts that ſerved at the Altar, the Reſt 
being for the Levites, and alſo bo. be put up 
in Storehouſes for entertaining Widows and 
“Strangers; but theſe Preachers, notyithſtand - 
« ing they inherit what they have by their Pa- 
„ rents, as well as other Men, yet claim he 
„ whole Tythes, allowing Nothing to either 
« Yoon of BET... ,,. 
Tho I need not quote any more Texts than 
thoſe from Matibew and Pefer to ſhew the In- 
conſiſtency of receiving Tythes with the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, yet I refer the Reader toe the 
twentyeth Chapter of the Ads of the Apoſtles, 
V. 33, 34, and, 35. and I believe your Lord- 
ſhip will allow» with Barclay & that . ſame par- 
„ ticular Perſons have mote payed them yearly 
e than Chriſt and his Apoſtles made Uſe of in 
e their whole Life- time. 
G. Fox has written a Treatiſe t on this Subject, 
which I will venture to call as perfect a; Piece as 
was ever publiſhed by the moſt learned Divine of 
any Church; it is free from all, Redundancy, and 
is as copious and clear as the Subject requires. 
IF, SC... 
Paul, in the ſecond Chapter of his Epiſtle to 
Timothy, recommends Plainneſs of Dreſs ro Wo- 
men as a Duty; and Tertullian has made it the 
Subject of a whole Diſcourſe; and that both 
Sexes among Chriſtians diſtinguiſhed themſelves, 
by the Simplicity of their Attire, from the Reſt 
of the World in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
ſeveral of the Fathers frequently aſſure us, nor 


were the primitive Chriſtians averſe to Luxury 
| F in 


* Prop. 10. Sed. 1. + Entitled. the begiming of Tithe: 
in the Law, and ending of Tythes in the Goſpel. 


| 


* 11 


= FT 
in Dreſs only, but to all other Kinds thereof; 
and the following ſatirical Obſervation on the 
Luxury of a particular People, quoted I think 
by Tertullian from a gentile Writer, is noc only 
\ ſevere but polite : they eat as if they were to 
© dy to-morrow ; but they build as if they 
& were never to dy”. Theſe Authoritys have 
Reaſon on their Side; for no very political Head 
is required to prove that what is a bominably and 
ridiculouſly waſted in Extravagance of Dreſs, and 
in other Luxurys, in moſt Countrys, would pre- 
ſerye many from being miſerable. ' Is not this, 
as ſays the dn Je F ** of the Luſt of 
6 pe, Eye and the Pride of Life, and not 7 
se of the Father? Is not this the Faſhion of the 
« World, which paſſeth away??? | 
V. Of Oaths, Salutslions, and Titles of Honour. 
...Chri$ h., in bis Sermon on the Mount, gives 
a direct Command againſt all Sorts. of Oaths ; 
and, after being particular in the Prohibition of 
ſome, ſays he, let your Speech be yea, S yea, 
„ no, no; for whatever is more than theſe pro- 
s ceedcth from Evil” : and James repeats this 
Command of his Lord in the fifth Chapter of 
his Epiſtle, Verſe the twelfth. This is a general 
Command againſt Swearing, in any Way, with- 
out Exception, and will it of no other Con- 
ſtruction but what the Qaters give it. What 
inconſiderate, or ill deſigning, Perſons muſt they 
be who accuſe the Quakers of denying the Scrip- 
fures, who pay ſo religious an Obſervance to 
ehem as they do! This Command againſt Swear- 
ing is often repeated by Juſtin Martyr **, ahd 


* 


EOF = 
* Obſonant quaſi craſtina Die morituri : edificant vero quaſi 
nunquam mornituri. Apologet. + G. Fox, in his Piece called 


the Faſoiexs of tbe World. Mat. Chap. v. V. 33, 34. 35 
36, 37. By a ſurpriſing Miſapplication of Words Eag- 
4% Writers frequently uſe na; for u, tho the Greek Word 
rai is an Affirmative. See his ſecond Apology, entitled 
Aecyog eg ENufras d tre fes. | 15 
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Tertullian *, and an Obedience to it is recom - 
mended by e.. „ 
The Quakers not only refuſe taking an Oath, 
or ſwearing in any Manner, but are prohibited, 
by the Principles of their Religion, to give to 
Men the Titles of Honour with which. they are 
by Cuſtom veſted. Silling fleet reaſonably ac- 
counts for ſuch a Scrupuloſity in primitive Chri + 
ſtians: + © the primitive Chriſtians *”, ſays he, 
« were very ſcrupulous of calling the Empe- 
„ ror Dominus, hoc enim Dei. eſt Ang the 
© Reaſon of this Scrupuloſity was not from any 

* Queſtion they made of the Sovereignty -of 
&« Princes, or their Obligation to Obedience to 
& them (which they are very free in the Ac- 
« knowledgement of) but from a Jealouſy and 
te juſt Suſpicion that Something of divine Ho- 
© nour might be implyed in it“. Tertullian, in 
his Apology, reaſons in this Manner ; which is, at 
this Time, as juſt an Excuſe for the Scrupuloſity of 
the Quakers as it was then for primitive Chriſtians, 
Barclay, in his fifteenth and laſt Propoſition, 
is a nice Refiner on the moral Syſtem : ſpeaking 
of uſing Titles of Honour to Men, ſays he, 
< it lays a Neceſlity upon Chriſtians molt fre- 
« quently to ly; becauſe the Perſons obtain- 
4 ing theſe Titles, either by Election, or here- 
C ditaryly, may frequently be found to have No- 
« thing really in them deſerving them, or an- 
« ſwering to them: as ſome, to whom it is ſayed 
your Excellency, having Nothing of Excellency 
« in them; and who is called your Grace appears 
& to be an Enemy to Grace; and he who is cal- 
« Jed your Honour is known to be baſe and ig- 
& noble. I wonder what Law of Man, or what 
« Patent, ought to oblige me to make a Ly, 
< in calling Good Evil, and Evil Good: I won- 
| | 2 der 
logy, and in h's Lꝛtter to Srapula, f. In his 


; * In bis Ap c 
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Yer what Law of Man Gih feture me in ſo 


40 doing from the juſt Judgement of God, that 
* eil 

to ly is Sotnethiiig more“. The ſame Kind o 

Reaſoning Fox uſts in ſothe few Lines which he 
calls concerning the World's bypoctitical Salutations, 
&e. the Apptehenſions ot acting contrary to 
Truth makes him averſe to Salutations, 
The ſame Author & reaſ6hs well on Oaths, ac- 


cording to the Senſe of the Scriptures: ſou 


« may ſee”, ſays he, in this new Time, 1. e. 


make mne coutir for Evety idle Word; 2nd 5 


„ Golpel Time, Chriſt fayeth, but I ſay uito you 


«© ſwear not at all; and what you were thele ! 
% Was it not to the Multitude of the Fetos, and 
«© his Diſciples that were Fews, that he taught 
% upon the Mountain? By the Law of God and 
« the Prophets, in their ola Time, they were not 
«& to forfwear tbemſelves, but to perform their Oa th 
« to the Lord; now in Chrif's new Time he ſay- 
eth, ſwear not at all“. This is juſt Rea ſon ing; 
for here is a plain Abolition of the Oath which 
was under the Diſpenſation of the Law. His 
Reaſoning, in the fame Treatiſe, on our Cuſtom 
of kiſſing the Bible, likewiſe is juſt: do not all 
them that wear by the Book ſwear by thein that 
« pave forth the Book, to wit, God and the Pro- 
* phets, Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, that gave forth 


« the Book, and the Thihgs thetein contained. 


i544 W 
The pacific Doctrine of che za kers is fo ſtrong- 
ly layed down as a Duty in the new Teſtament, 

and particularly by CBriſt himſelf in his Sermon 
on the Mount, that I need only to tranſcribe one 

plain Paſſaę 


e from Matthew to confute thoſe Who 


call themſelves Chriſtians, and yet are Enemys to 
that pacific Doctrine which the Qgakers not only 
- ww but adhere to. © IT fay unto you,” ſays 
-briſt, + reſiſt not Evil, but whoever ſmites 
E 12 | : 3 was ny 2h e thee 
In his Treati/e concerning ſmearing, &. + Mat. Ch. g. V. 39- 
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ce thee on the right Cheek, turn to him the 6# 
« ther”. The Duty here injoined is too mani{ 
teſt to admit of any fophiſtical uibbling for the 
Sake of ſupporting an oppoſite Doctrine. ChHi/# 
not only forbids the Commiſſion of Violence, but 
even a Reſiſtance to it, Fox has publiſhed 4 Di- 
ſtinction betwixt the Wars and the Weapons, and 
the Arms and the Armour, in the old Teſtament and 
the new; which is worth conſulting. 
Thus, my Lord, I have gone thro the ſix 
Heads propoſed; and I believe that I have 8 
ed the Doftrines of the 2yakers to be the Doc. 
trines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles,: and here I beg 
Leave to remind your Lordſhip, of the three ex- 
traordinary Reaſons. which your Advocate gave * 
for the Quakers being bad Subjects, ift, their Un- 
willingneis ta fight, 24. their Averſion to Oaths, 
and 3d. their refuſing to pay Tythes: theſe, in 
my firſt Letter to your Lordſhip, I could not re- 
frain from making a Jeſt of; but after a ſe- 
rious Examination I found ſo much Cruelty 
couched in them, that, in Spite of my natural 
Humanity, I could not avoid entertaining the 
utmoſt Deteſtation for the Author of the Vindi- 
cation of your Lordſhip, By repreſenting them 
as. unwilling to fight, to take Oaths, and pay 
Tythes, the Author hoped to render them ob- 
noxious to the. Government ; and he at the ſame 
Time blends the Wellfare of the civil Govern- 
ment with the Wellfare of what is commonly call- 
ed the Church; the Church I would have ſup- 
ported, but I diſtinguiſh betwixt the Church an 
church Power; and I hope, my Lord, 1 
has very few who do not think that if the Rents 
ariſing from Tythes were applyed to the cloath- 
ing naked, feeding the hungry, and move 
thoſe who are ſick and in Priſon, they woul 
leſſen the Miſerys of thouſands, and be, by ſuch 


* In bis Yigdication, ke. P. 226, 227- 
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e T ot leave the Clergy 5 
wo Proviſion, Si would I have any. Countr with-. 
"1 ; Preachers of. Morality; but we mull put "i 
* Diterence bet it the Support of uſeful Truths 
75 and yayſeful Ceremonys. 
ET know that other Peculiaritys are among the 
bees what I have taken Notice of, 
eh as their Rejection of Sacraments, and. the 
common Na mes 'of Months, and the Days of the 
Week : but affer the Neceſſity of an inward Light 
is proved, 40 the Prevalency thereof, we may 
leave. the Determination of Sacraments to that 
Light, and indeed other Particulars which I have 
dwelled upon. On Baptiſm and the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper Barclay has written learned- 
ly and judiciooſly in the twelfth and thirteenth 
Propoſitions of his Apology ; to which I refer the 
Reader : and on the Names of Days and Months 
George Fox *, tho illeterate, has written better 
than Men of Learning uſually write on ſuch Sub- 
jects 3 "becauſe he has not burdened his Diſcourſe 
with impertinent Quotations, and has omited No- 
thing proper to be fayed z and he has made a good 
Uſe of the ſmall Share of , heathen Knowledge 
Yeh he, by reading Engliſh Books, had acquired. 
s your Lordſhip's Advocate has thought fit 
to call the Books of the Qzakers unintelligible 
Gibberiſh, and to treat the Memory of Fox, the 
Founder of this Se&, not only with Diſreſpect, 
but with Diſdain, I will here attempt a ſhort Cha- 
= racter. of that i/uftrious Man and his Writings. 
== Ceorge Fox was a Shoemaker, who, about the Mid- 
dle of the ſeventeenth. Century in the Time of 
King Charles the fe believed himſelf inſpired 
b Ea wich the Spirit of Truth, and I doubt not 
fy he was as much as ever any Man was. He 
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his Miniſtry more eafyly than before by mar- 


Men, and had all the Chriſtian Vitrues of Pem- = 


of the Church; and ſome Paſſages in the Book 


in few Lears converted many thouſands, 


cacy of his Doctrine by the Number of e 8 


for Hire before, nor after. Het lived till near 5 
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obeyed the Call, and wich indefatigable Pans 
employed himſelf in the Work of the Goſpel, ant 
own preaching, to the primitive Doctrine R 
Chriſtianity.” He travelled from Town to T.] n © wr 
and in every one left ſignal Proofs of the Effie . 


Pr ofel yt es. He Was, after th 8 Reſtoration -of I : 5 1 2 
King Charles © tbe ſerond, enabled to purſue 


rying a Widow of one of Cromtetil's Judges 
who had a ſmall Eſtate; but he preached nok 1 


the eighteenth + Century, and left «the Chareh 2 
of Chriſt, commonly called Junkers, in a'flous = 
riſhing Condition, and ſeveral Fears before je 
dyed ſaw his Doctrines ' propagated, in foreign 
Lands. He was one of the firſt'among moral 


perance. His Writings conſiſt of, practieal Di-. 
vinity;/ and Commepts on the old ànd new Te- 2 
tament. The inward Ligbi he makes the Author 
of all Goodneſs in Men; from which all human 
Virtues naturally flow: what the good Genius is 
in the Shepherd & of Hermas is the inward Light 
in GxoROCE Fox: the Tenets Which he advances 
he ſupports, with 'a. ſurpriſing/ Judgement, *by » 
concurring Paſſages from the Scriptures, and 
juſt Reaſoning on them ; which he always makes 
the beſt Comments on themſelyes. Several of 
his Interpretations of particular Parts of the 
Prophets f agree with the moſt celebrated Fathers 


of Daniel he has made more intelligible than 
learned Commentators have: he is one of the 
beſt Interpreters of the Scriptures, and without.” RR 
any 
In Mandat. 6. Cap. 2. + See concerning the Stone tba, 
ſmote the Image, &c. and Part of his Diſcourſe 1 all ih 
would know the Way to the Kingdom, %c. f 1 
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5 b. not near ſo Mmagh Reading as Shaksſp 2 „5 
{4G Thus, my Lord, 1g have given a < 4 555 -- = 
imperfect,” Ar af Gearge For and, His 2 
+: zitings 5-a9d if I can. Pros. 4. 0 leaſt in = 
.. => e omares. rhe Engr Readers 2M 
1 hall rejoyce, ſince his Works dun dnl reathe 
* Peace and good Will towards Mankind. Lade 
| E/'- _ * not followed the ;Exsmple of 2 
Advocate, who, by hig own Confeſſion, —— 
| [386 Bogks which he never 17505 1 have, in my three 
Letters ta your, Lordſh 95 quoted none, nor re- 
fei o any, which I have not carefully read 
and censderedg and if I did not think that the 
Qauſe of Liberty, and the Capſe of PET de- 
1 : manded this Tribute from me, gur E Lordſhip 
uad never been troubled with 1445 Letters; and 
| that your Lordſhip and your Advocate may ar- 
rive ce a juſt Senſe of your Errors, or convince 
me of mine is he me Wiſh. of, eh: net 


£3 43LF: .., 


. { 8 ; 
G 4 $ : K : . 1 £5 4 n . % 
= be... | „ „ J 3 83 
* iS. * 1 * * 450 e 0 
4 14 75 6 4 ” Lord, 4 1 
k k 5 "* 4 * 82 > af ” 


* 


Ars * = 
* en 
» * 
2 


— 
Stents ry 
E 

7 

"5: SES 


4% 


2 
— — . — 


963 


„ "your Lordlhiy's 3 
W $63 -30 -. | enen A 7 
| Fw Ls g i : & : 
3 2173 2. humble Servant, 7 
1 en : 4 ui] i 
3 


1. 1 AS 1. £ EN Eee 
quoted of E. Fox's, are nie MI on, 
galed Ay Ps — b 2 ja $1 25 


Se 5+ 4 » > C35 + gn of £ . & 
8 


7 of * 
* 


. 
„ FE 


| tow: 


: „ * a 4 "Ws Ry f 
J * q ot ; p % 8 5 2 : 
115 8 7 7 „„ cc þ 4 k 
r N * Ky 
4 * 1 * ne : ; i BY . 1 * " 4 
x ks, Sy * = 1 * « . 
1 FI r . . ＋ A VS i + ak 
| * Fo ws . : - 4 1 * . 


3 a 1 
8 r 12 
+. 1 2 188 » WI x: : . 
s 921 \ 
* 1 » £ 4 
* 


. — c 2 we. 
— : 
_ « * — — 


— . = 
=> — * 1 n 

3 S * 5 he PR BY + 1 
r 


